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the earth should go to war for her, and not a man be left to breathe
out his soul before her.   This poem had obtained the prize at the
^University of Fez, had been translated into the Arabic, the Persian,
and the Turkish languages,  and was the favourite lay of the
corsair.   He invited me lastly to try my talent.    I played the
same air on the guitar, and apologized for emitting the words,
from my utter ignorance of the Moorish.   Abdul was much pleased,
and took the trouble to convince me that the poetry they conveyed,
which he translated literally, was incomparably better than ours.
'Cold as ice!' he repeated, scoffing: 'anybody might say that who
had seen Atlas: but a genuine poet would rather say, "Cold as
a lizard or a lobster"/   There is no controverting a critic who
has twenty stout rowers and twenty well-knotted rope-ends.   Added
^lo which,  he seemed to know as much of the matter as the
generality of these who talk about it.    He was gratified by my
attention and edification, and thus continued:   'I have remarked
in the songs I have heard, that these wild woodland creatures of
the west, these nymphs, are a strange fantastical race.    But are
your poets not ashamed to complain of their inconstancy? whose
fault is that?    If ever it should be my fortune to take one, I would
try whether I could not bring her down to the level of her sex ;
and if her inconstancy caused any complaints, by Allah!  they
should be louder and shriller than ever rose from the throat of
Abdul/   I   still   thought   it   better  to   be   a   disciple   than   a
; commentator.
Eugenius. If we could convert this barbarian and detain him awhile at Rome, he would learn that women and nymphs (and inconstancy also) are one and the same. These cruel men have no lenity, no suavity. They who do not as they would be done by, are done by very much as they do. Women will glide away from them like water ; they can better bear two masters than half one ; and a new metal must be discovered before any bars are strong enough to confine them. But proceed with your narrative, ^ Filippo. Night had now closed upon us. Abdul placed the younger of the company apart, and after giving them some boiled